
 

Kenora Catholic District School Board 
We are a Roman Catholic school system dedicated to excellence in 

education, the Christian formation of youth, and meaningful partnerships 
with family, community and Church. 

 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

June 16, 2023 
 
 

   

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: June 16, 2023 

LOCATION OF MEETING: Microsoft Teams Meeting  

SUBJECT OF MEETING: Special Education Advisory Committee 

TIME OF MEETING: 1:30 PM – 3:00 PM  

NEXT MEETING: Friday, September 22, 2023 –CEC Board Room - Meeting 1:30 PM 
 

 

 ATTENDANCE PERSON  TITLE 

1.   Joel Willett Voting Member - FIREFLY Representative - Chair 

2.   Diane VanderZande Voting Member - Member at Large, Vice Chair 

3.  
 Dianne Griffiths Voting Member - Member at Large 

4.  
 Anne Sweeney Voting Member - Member at Large 

5.  
 Erica Murray Voting Member - KACL Representative 

6.   Shirley Jette Voting Member - Harmony Centre for Community Living Red Lake 

7.   Marie Lundin Voting Member – Trustee Representative 

8.   Nicole Kurtz  Director of Education 

9.   Andrea Batters Special Education Coordinator 

10.   Teresa Gallik Chair, Board of Trustees 

11.   Cathy McQuillan Recording Secretary 

 

1. Opening Prayer: Nicole Kurtz 

 
2. Roll Call: Regrets Teresa Gallik  

 
3. School Update: St. Thomas Aquinas High School –Kirsten Fair, Sommer Kennedy, Ashley Shouldice   

Regrets:  Danielle Grosset – Click here to see the video presentation. 
 

4. Professional Development: Early Years Literacy Presentation - Leanne Chisholm, Marnie Buffett, 
and Andrea Batters - Attached 

 
5. Approval of May 16, 2023 Meeting Minutes: 

 

Approved:  Dianne Griffiths 
Seconded:  Diane VanderZande 

 
6. Correspondence: 

Bruce – Grey Catholic District School Board: Sip Claim Funding – Attached 
Funding Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board: Sip Claim Funding-  Attached 
Durham Catholic District School Board: Sip Claim Funding – Attached  
Durham Catholic District School Board: Impact of Covid and extending time students with differing 
abilities to remain or continue in Secondary School beyond year 7 and beyond age 21. - Attached 

 

https://www.loom.com/share/e3f72c4559c149828b4dcac929ac0410
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Claudine Munroe, Director, Special Education / Success for All Branches: Reply to KCDSB Sip Funding letter sent 
December 21, 2022. – Attached 
 
All correspondence was reviewed and will be kept on file. 

 
7. New Business: 2023-2024 SEAC Tentative Meeting Dates:  Attached 

 
Nicole Kurtz asked the committee regarding the in-school meetings if it would be best to stay in the Board Room and 
have the school join virtually to do their presentation unless they are doing a tour.  The in-school meetings experience 
technical issues, and we want to be respectful of everyone’s time. 
 
Anne Sweeney asked if we should consult with the principals. 
 
Diane VanderZande commented the committee started going to the schools so the staff would get to know the SEAC 
Committee and what the committee does.  The SEAC committee would see what is happening in the different schools 
and the challenges and successes of the staff. 
 
Nicole Kurtz told the committee she will consult with the principals for their feedback before any decisions are made. 

 
8. Business arising from the last meeting: Nil 

 

9. Agency Reports: 

• FIREFLY – Joel Willett:  Nothing to Report 
 

• KACL – Erica Murray:  
o KACL will be running a Circles of Security course in the fall. More information to come. The KACL Youth 

Employment Program will run programming during the summer for families within KACL’s Children’s 
Services to teach basic employment skills. This will take place in two sessions running for three days each 
with a time of 2 hours per day; resulting in 6 hours of employment basics being introduced to the group. 

 
• Harmony Center for Community Living – Shirley Jette:  Nothing to Report 

 

Other Reports from Members-at-Large: 
 

• Dianne Griffiths: Nothing to Report 

• Anne Sweeney: Nothing to Report 

• Diane VanderZande: Nothing to Report 

 
10. Trustee Report: Marie Lundin: 

• Marie Lundin reported on the May 16, 2023 Board Meeting.  Click here to access the Minutes. 
 

11. Coordinator Report: Andrea Batters:  Attached 

 
12. Next Meetings:  Friday, September 22, 2023 

 

https://www.kcdsb.on.ca/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=01pbvvaAeKxRzM0o5a5amdyPyMps%2bUCLHrUPKKrQbpcP97UGOImbVRTT78AnpgzdMWK3msd3kqxToHHSly%2fcNDejD%2f5uhmO8EKtbFwYqTfuAWlf%2bJIjQxlT3%2fHRjRgqJbEAzxIbLL0cbFi77%2bzJGhihQGmRzEQnyVc%2fxquSZNbJqFucekfdZTGzAEV%2fp0PNA4YqSu9KTRXLg3krDUqaaZgU%2fFMk%3d


Early Literacy 
Support Team 
Update



OHRC Inquiry Into Right To Read

"Nearly ALL students can 
learn to read words 
proficiently with science-
based instruction in 
foundational reading 
skills."



From Balanced to Structured Literacy
Balanced Literacy

• readers encouraged to 'predict' unknown words by using context cues such as 
pictures, the preceding sentence, and initial/ final letters to guess what the word might 
be (not processing the letter/ sound relationships)

• Does it look right? Does it sound right? Does it make sense?

• based on opinion or experience and qualitative research based on anecdotal 
observation/ interviews

Structured Literacy

• a focus on evidence-based 'essential' skills that ALL readers must acquire

• Focuses on connecting speech sounds to print and to the meaning of words (THE 
READING PATHWAY)

• A direct and systematic approach that progresses from easier to harder skills and is 
responsive to student needs

• based on decades of evidence-based, scientific research



Early and Ongoing Assessment
All boards must have measures 
in place for Early and Ongoing 
assessment
Parents, Classroom Teachers 
and the School Team play a 
vital role in the Early and 
Ongoing Assessment process

Language Development is a 
major component of early 
identification of learning needs



Early and Ongoing Assessment
Learners requiring further 
assessment, learning support, 
and progress 
monitoring may be identified

Focused Instruction during 
the Early Years yields 
the greatest positive impact 
on learning outcomes



Range of Assessment Measures
Assessment measures may 
include a range of the 
following

• Whole-class, universal 
screeners,

• Classroom-based 
assessments, and

• Individually-
administered, standardized 
assessments



Early Identification and Intervention is 
Important

Big Ideas in Beginning Reading, University of Oregon



How Can We Support Reading Development?

Reading

Universal 
Screener

Diagnostic 
Assessments

Progress
MonitoringInstruction

















From: Special Education (EDU) <SpecialEducation@ontario.ca>  
Sent: May 15, 2023 3:36 PM 
To: Willett, Joel <jwillett@fireflynw.ca>; tgallik@kcdsb.on.ca 
Subject: EXTERNAL Special Incident Portion (SIP) funding 

 

Ms. Teresa Galik 
Chair of the Board of Trustees 
Kenora Catholic District School Board 
1292 Heenan Place, Kenora, ON, P9N 2Y8 
 
tgallik@kcdsb.on.ca  
 
 
Mr. Joel Willett  
SEAC Chair 
Kenora Catholic District School Board 
1292 Heenan Place, Kenora, ON, P9N 2Y8 
 
jwillett@fireflynw.ca 
 
 
Dear Ms. Galik and Mr. Willett, 
 
Thank you for your letter regarding Special Incident Portion (SIP) funding. I appreciate 
the opportunity to respond.  
 
The government is supporting each and every school board in the province to ensure 
our students, including students with special education needs, and educators have the 
resources available for a successful year. 
 
Special Education Grant (SEG) funding is projected to increase to over $3.25 billion for 
the 2022-23 school year. The highest amount ever provided in Special Education Grant 
(SEG) funding, this represents an increase of approximately $93 million, or 2.9 per 
percent, over 2021-22 Special Education Grant (SEG) funding.  The maximum SIP 
funding amount per eligible claim has incrementally increased year over year. This, as 
you have pointed out, has culminated to with a maximum of $28,803 per SIP claim for 
the current school year, with an overall projected total SIP funding amount of $142 
million for 2022-23.  
 
In addition to Special Education Grant (SEG) funding, school boards can use other 
Grants for Student Needs (GSN) and Priorities and Partnerships Fund (PPF) funding to 
meet their responsibility to support students with special education needs.  
 
We continue to provide funding outside of the Grants for Student Needs (GSN) through 
Priorities and Partnership Funding (PPF) for a variety of time-limited, high-impact 
initiatives that directly support students in the classroom. In 2022-23, we are providing 

school boards with $40.8 million in Priorities and Partnerships Funding (PPF) to 

mailto:SpecialEducation@ontario.ca
mailto:jwillett@fireflynw.ca
mailto:tgallik@kcdsb.on.ca
mailto:tgallik@kcdsb.on.ca
mailto:jwillett@fireflynw.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fefis.fma.csc.gov.on.ca%2Ffaab%2FMemos%2FB2022%2FB05_EN.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ccmcquillan%40kcdsb.on.ca%7C73ea5e154c2a4b80543508db572473f6%7Cdabf3754fdb2489b8c7e591e33752049%7C1%7C0%7C638199586321219340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DoJgeBbmmbFzz1PSTrXdUOaxEH8SsuCkHkK9WBRYBHE%3D&reserved=0


support programs that will benefit students with special education needs, and will 
also support student potential in Ontario; and we are providing an additional $5.85 
million in special education Third-Party investments. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and the Special Education Advisory 
Committee (SEAC) for your commitment to the needs of students. I would also like to 
thank you for reaching out to the Ministry of Education, and I trust the above information 
will be useful to you. 
 
Thank you again for writing.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Claudine Munroe 

Director 
Special Education / Success for All Branch 

 
 



Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC)  
Tentative Dates for 2023-2024 

 
Please be advised that SEAC meets once a month on a Friday unless otherwise noted. The meetings 
begin at 1:30 PM. 

Month Dates 
 

September 
Friday, September 22, 
2023               

CEC Board Room or Teams 

October 
Friday, October 20, 
2023                   

CEC Board Room or Teams 

November 
Friday, November 17, 
2023                

CEC Board Room or Teams 

December 
Friday, December 8, 
2023                 

CEC Board Room or Teams 

January 
Friday, January 12, 
2024                    

Ecole Ste. Marguerite Bourgeoys School and Teams 

February 
Friday, February 16, 
2024               

St. Louis School or Teams 

March 
Friday, March 22, 
2024                      

St. John Paul II School or Teams 

April 
Friday, April 12, 
2024                          

St. Thomas Aquinas High School or Teams 

May 
Tuesday, May 21, 
2024                        

St. John School / CEC Board Room / Teams 

June 
Friday, June 14, 
2024                          

CEC Board Room or Teams 
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SUBJECT: Special Education Coordinator’s Report 

DATE: Friday, June 16, 2023 

PREPARED FOR: Special Education Advisory Committee 

AGENDA AREA: Public Session  

PREPARED BY: Andrea Batters, Special Education Coordinator 

 
 

 

Learni  
Professional Development Day - June 12, 2023  

Learning during the PD Day for Educational Assistants was led by Dr. Anthony Cammilleri, a Board 
Certified and Licensed Behaviour Analyst and Special Education Administrator. Dr. Cammilleri is a 
Senior Consultant and Director of Education at First Things First (FTF) Behavioral Consulting. The 
session for EAs focused on providing an overview of the Universal Protocol (UP) and Skill-Based 
Treatment (SBT) framework for students who exhibit problem behaviour. There were also several 
opportunities for educators to ask questions to gain helpful tips for program support and skill-based 
learning goal tracking, and to learn from Dr. Cammilleri’s compassionate, value-based examples of 
strategies to promote positive student-educator relationships.  

On Tuesday, June 13, Dr. Cammilleri met with KCDSB principals to provide school leaders with a 
similar overview of the UP and SBT practices that he shared with the EA group, tailored to the 
perspective of school administrators (e.g. considerations for shared policy development, staff training, 
instructional design, data collection, etc.).  

Dr. Cammilleri was also able to take a tour St. John Paul II school to meet educators who have 
already begun implementing UP and Today’s ABA SBT practices.  

Plans are also underway for the 2023-2024 KCDSB Professional Activity (PA or ‘PD’) days with 
the school year beginning with two PA days (Aug 28 & 29) that focus on Ministry and board-
determined topics that prepare staff to support students for a successful return to school and 
learning. 
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